THE TEN PRUNING COMMANDMENTS

COMMANDMENT #1

Always have a reason to prune – If in doubt, then don’t take it out!

COMMANDMENT #2

ALL pruning is done at branch collar or above a bud that faces away from the trunk.  

COMMANDMENT #3

Prune To Improve Structural Strength

· Encourage the development of a large, central trunk

· Create scaffolding, i.e., well spaced lateral branches

· Eliminate co-dominant branches and branches with crotch angles less than sixty degrees

· Encourage tapered trunks and branches

COMMANDMENT #4

Maintain at least one half the foliage on branches originating on the lower two-thirds of the trunk - in other words, two-thirds of total tree height in foliage and one-third pruned.

COMMANDMENT #5

Prune To Improve Tree Health

· Remove the 3-D branches (i.e., the dead, diseased, and dying) to increase air  

    circulation.

COMMANDMENT #6

Never remove more than 25% of the canopy during one pruning cycle.

COMMANDMENT #7

NEVER TOP A TREE!  

· Use the drop-crotch method to reduce tree height, whereby vertical branches are cut back to a junction with a laterally growing branch.  

· The lateral branch selected for keeping must be at least one-third the diameter of the pruned branch.  

COMMANDMENT #8

Always prune a branch just above the branch collar.  In other words, 

NEVER FLUSH CUT OR LEAVE A STUB.  

· The branch collar may be recognized by the concentric rings of callous tissue where the branch meets the main trunk.  
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COMMANDMENT #9

Large or very long branches must be pruned using the 3-Step procedure.   
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COMMANDMENT #10

Always disinfect pruning tools between trees to prevent the spread of disease.
_1121529988.doc
[image: image1.png]Ridge

— Cut ouside
branch ridge
and collar

Collar

“ Branch Bark
'N'\ ~
d‘

I I N T T B (Y R |







