The Affirmative Procurement Program

(Buying Recycled)

BACKGROUND:  The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and Executive Order 13101, Federal Acquisition, Recycling, and Waste Prevention, requires all federal agencies to purchase guideline items containing post consumer recycled materials.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has published a variety of guideline items in 8 product categories under the affirmative procurement program.  

WHY THIS PAMPHLET:  With changing policies and business practices moving from a centralized system (Standard Base Supply System) to use of the IMPAC card, consumers play a more significant role in affirmative procurement.  Previously, items such as recycled computer toner cartridges and paper with recycled content were stocked by Base Supply.  Now, increased use of the IMPAC card reduces centralized buying of guideline items.  All Team Malmstrom members must do their part to comply with the Executive Order for this program.

REQUIREMENT:  Guideline items must be purchased containing post consumer recycled materials unless one of the following apply:

· Not available within a reasonable amount of time

· Fails to meet performance standards set forth in applicable specification, such as a MILSPEC

· Not available from sufficient number of sources to maintain a satisfactory level of competition

· Available at an unreasonable price

NOTE:  The decision not to buy a guideline item must be approved by the individual’s squadron commander.

GUIDELINE ITEMS:

Paper Products

Reprograhic paper
    Carbonless paper

Envelopes

File folders

    Forms


Letterhead

Tags and tickets
    Index and card stock
Paper towels

Bathroom tissue
    Facial tissue

Nonpaper Office Products

Office recycling containers



Toner cartridges

Office waste receptacles

 

Binders

Plastic envelopes




Printer ribbons

Plastic desktop accessories



Trash bags

Vehicular Products

Lubricating oils containing rerefined oil, including engine lubricating oil, hydraulic fluid, and gear oils.

Reclaimed engine coolants, excluding coolants used in nonvehicular applications

Retread tires

Construction Products

Building insulation


          Structural fiberboard

Laminated paperboard

          Floor tiles/patio blocks

Cement & concrete containing fly ash       Latex paint

Polyester fiber carpet                                 Shower/restroom dividers

Transportation Products

Traffic barricades & cones, parking stops, delineators, channelizers

Park and Recreation Products

Playground surfaces
& running tracks         Plastic fencing

      Landscaping Products

Hydraulic mulch


           Compost

Lawn and garden edging                             Garden & soaker hoses 

   Miscellaneous Products:   Pallets

COST ASSESSMENT:  More than purchase price must be considered when determining the cost of an affirmative procurement item.  The life-cycle cost should be used which considers other factors such as maintenance cost and the total life of the product.  For example, wood lumber usually requires a protective coating such as paint, stain, or varnish after installation.  Also, the protective coating must be reapplied every 3 to 5 years.  Such tasks require labor in addition to material costs.  Whereas, plastic lumber does not require a protective coating over its entire life which is considerably longer than wood lumber.  While the purchase price of plastic lumber is approximately twice the price of wood lumber, the life-cycle cost may be the same or less. 

IMPAC USER REQUIREMENTS:  Individuals purchasing any listed guideline item must purchase materials with recycled content unless one of the stated exemptions apply.   All exemptions must be in writing and signed by the unit commander.  It is recommended the purchaser maintain a log listing the item/material, total cost, total quantity, cost of item purchased with recycled content, and quantity of item purchased containing recycled.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Additional information on Affirmative Procurement can be found in AFI 32-7080, Pollution Prevention Program; A Guide to Buying Recycled: The Air Force Affirmative Procurement Program (available on the Internet, http://www.afcee.brooks.af.mil/eq/ap/ap.htm#); 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 247; and Executive Order 13101.  Items previously stocked by Base Supply are available through GSA Direct, using your IMPAC card with direct delivery to your office, by calling 1-800-525-8027.  On the Internet, you can obtain information and order products with the IMPAC card from GSA (http:/www.gsa.gov) or from the Defense Logistic Agency’s Environmentally Preferred Catalog  (http:www.dscr.dla.gov).    Also, the Pollution Prevention Element, 341 CES/CEVV, x6447 will provide assistance. 
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