











MEMORANDUM FOR ACC BASE CIVIL ENGINEERS	            14 May 96





FROM:	HQ ACC/CEV


	129 Andrews Street Ste 102


	Langley AFB VA 23665-1211





SUBJECT:   Halon 1301 and Halon 1211 Guidance





1.	The Air Force Audit Agency has released their report on the Air Force Management of Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS). The report contained numerous findings related to the implementation of established ODS policies and directives. As a result, please ensure your installation has fully implemented all of the following:





	a.	Identify all facility Halon 1301 systems on base. Your installation Halon Management Plan should identify all such systems and document your strategy for replacement. (References: HQ AFCESA ETL 95-1, Halon  1301 Management Planning Guidance, 12 May 95 and SECAF/CSAF Air Force Pollution Prevention Strategy, �24 Jul 95)





	b.	All facility Halon 1301 fire suppression systems are to be placed on manual operation. If your installation believes the system should remain in automatic mode, submit a waiver request with full justification to HQ USAF/CEVQ, with a copy sent to HQ AFCESA/CEXF. (Reference:  SECAF/CSAF Policy, Air Force Ban on Purchase of Ozone Depleting Chemicals, 7 Jan 93, Attachment 1)





	c.	Test halon tanks for leaks semi-annually. Guidance on testing requirements and procedures is in the Mar 96 A-Gram published by HQ AFCESA. (Reference:  HQ USAF/CEV Memorandum, Air Force Audit on Ozone Depleting Substances, 7 Mar 96, Attachment 2)





	d.	Current Air Force guidance specifies that halon portable fire extinguishers be used only in mission critical applications, though no clear definition of mission critical applications is given. Mission critical applications are now defined as: 





		1.  150 pound flightline extinguishers supporting parked aircraft; or 


		2.  Hand-held extinguishers physically located on large frame aircraft.





Your installation’s Halon Management Plan should document your strategy to replace all other halon extinguishers. (References: HQ USAF/CEV Memorandum, Air Force Audit on Ozone Depleting Substances, 7 Mar 96 and SECAF/CSAF Air Force Pollution Prevention Strategy, 24 Jul 95)





	e.	Halon 1211 is required to be removed from fire fighting vehicles. It is not sufficient to deactivate the halon systems - the halon must be removed and transferred to proper cylinders to prevent accidental releases. (Reference:  HQ USAF/CE Policy, �Air Force Policy on the Acquisition and Use of Halon 1211, 18 May 92, Attachment 3)





	f.	Prepare a maintenance plan for halon recharge/recovery equipment and keep a log of maintenance performed.  Procedures to follow for accomplishing this are in the HQ AFCESA Mar 96 A-Gram. (Reference:  HQ USAF/CEV Memorandum, Air Force Audit on Ozone Depleting Substances, 7 Mar 96)





2.	The Air Force Audit Agency also determined that many installations had excess halons on base. In some cases this was because civil engineering did not know a stock existed in base supply, or the base was not aware of established turn-in procedures for excess halon. ETL 95-1 contains procedures for identifying all halon on an installation, to include halon within systems, CE and base supply. ETL 95-1 also contains procedures for determining a sufficient backup stock level and how to dispose of the excess.





3.	My point of contact for halon management is Ms. Donna Tripp, ACC CES/ESC, DSN 574-4430 or 3553. If you have questions regarding Halon 1301, you may contact �Mr. Jim Crawford, ACC CES/ESO, DSN 574-4333, or for questions relating to �Halon 1211, please contact CMSgt Jim LaConte, HQ ACC/CEXF, DSN 574-7114.














								MARCOS J. MADRID, Col, USAF


								Chief, Environmental Programs Division
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