FACILITY:  Seymour Johnson AFB, NC

PROJECT NAME:  Purchase Industrial Centrifuge

FOCUS OF SUCCESS STORY:  Reduce JP-8 absorbents constituting one-third of Seymour Johnson’s hazardous waste stream, 20,000 pounds in 1997.

ORIGINAL PROCESS:  Absorbents used to clean up JP-8 fuel spills on the flightline were disposed of as hazardous waste due to the presence of free liquids.

COST:  $33,000.  Recurring costs are unknown since the centrifuge was recently purchased.  Therefore the annual costs are expected to be minimal.

COST SAVINGS OR AVOIDANCE:  The centrifuge is 95-98% effective in separating fuel product from the absorbent, based on test runs.  This means that the absorbents can be disposed of as a solid waste rather than hazardous, yielding a $9300 annual savings.  All off-spec fuel reclaimed at Seymour Johnson AFB is shipped to Fort Bragg, NC, for use in the heat plant, at no cost to the government.  In the future, the absorbents are planned to be incinerated, effectively eliminating the waste stream all together!  Required manpower is minimized, also, at only about five minutes per 55-gallon drum for the solid waste absorbents.

PAYBACK PERIOD:  3.5 years

OTHER BENEFITS (NON-MONETARY)  Administrative burden is drastically lessened by converting the hazardous waste stream to non-hazardous.  Obviously, associated liability is diminished, and reducing the largest component of the installation’s total hazardous waste averts many burdens of RCRA.

SOURCE/SUPPLIER:  Bock Engineered Products, Inc., 3600 Summit Street, Toledo, Ohio 43611, 419-726-2645

ENVIRONMENTAL POINT OF CONTACT:  Ms. Tamara Risch, 4 CES/CEV Seymour Johnson AFB, NC 27531.  Phone:  DSN 488-6829; Commercial: 919-736-6829
