McChord AFB - Installs Wash Wands at Aircraft Wash Rack

In August 1996, McChord AFB installed four "Hydroblast" wash wands at the aircraft washrack for a cost of $54,000. The system sprays low volumes of water at high pressure using a unique washing action which practically eliminates hand scrubbing. The system cleans without damaging the painted aircraft surface. The "Hydroblast" is designed to be operated from a trigger on the spray wand and incorporates an instant water heating system and soap dispenser.

Use of the "Hydroblast" system has reduced the amount of wastewater generated during aircraft washing by 78 percent. At a disposal cost of $0.07 per pound, it is estimated that McChord AFB will see a potential savings of $750,000 per year. Use of the system is also helping McChord AFB reduce water consumption and achieve the 90% waste water source reduction goal outlined in Executive Order 12856, "Federal Compliance with Right-to-Know Laws and Pollution Prevention Requirements," August 1993.

Other bases using the "Hydroblast" Units are Scott AFB, IL and Grissom AFB, IN. For More information, please contact Master Sergeant Michael Chupa, 62 LSS/LGLQ, McChord AFB, WA, DSN 984-5852.

