Portland Air National Guard Base's Captain Mark Horner Named Recycler of the

Year

In a recent ceremony at the Oregon State Capitol, Governor John Kitzhaber recognized Captain Mark Horner, 142nd Civil Engineering Squadron, with the Individual Recycler of the Year Award. Captain Horner is the coordinator of an impressive recycling program at the Portland Air National Guard Base which increased the amount of paper products being recycled by 80 tons in just one year. Altogether, a half-million tons of material are recycled annually at the base. Waste Management of Oregon, the contractor for base recycling, provided the framework for the program which Homer and his fellow Guardmembers implemented. 

"The National Guard has a commitment to build an environmental ethic into everything it does. As part of that effort, we teamed up with Waste Management of Oregon last year with a goal of increasing the amount of recycling done at the Portland Air Base," Captain Horner said.

Mr. Darrell Lyons, Oregon Waste Management's Recycling Coordinator says, "We couldn't have asked for a better partner in this project. We know how important it is to have a committed person in an organization to take the tools we give them and make a recycle program work. Mark is that type of person. He made the recycling program convenient to use (and) that is the hallmark of a successful program." Oregon Waste Management brought in all new recycling containers which were consistent in color and design to make it easier for Guardmembers to identify for recycling purposes. They also provided a better labeling system.

Captain Horner, whose job as recycling coordinator is an additional duty, started what he calls "Recycling Rangers" - people committed to recycling and looking for ways to make it work - to help promote the program. He tracks the weekly recycling weights on a computer spreadsheet that rolls the weights into monthly, quarterly and annual figures. 

"I'm deeply honored at being selected as 'Recycler of the Year,' but without the 800 full-time and 2,000 traditional members of the Guard and Reserve, we would have had a great plan, but we could not have achieved such outstanding results."

Contact Captain Mark Horner, Recycling Coordinator, Portland Air National Guard Base, DSN 638-4463, for more information. This article was condensed from " Ninety Tons of Paper," The On Guard, January 1997, by Ms. Julia Brim-Edwards.

