FACILITY:  Columbus Air Force Base, Columbus, MS

P2 PROJECT NAME: Recycle Used Bead Blast Media

FOCUS OF SUCCESS STORY:  Beginning FY96, Columbus AFB began recycling used plastic bead blast media in lieu of disposing it as a hazardous waste.  This procedure saves the base approximately $45,000 per year in disposal costs for this particular waste stream.

ORIGINAL PROCESS: Used Plastic Bead Blast Media is generated from depainting operations at the corrosion control facility at  Columbus AFB.  Approximately 30,000 pounds of this media is generated annually.  This used media contains toxic levels of cadmium, chromium, and lead which categorically makes this a hazardous waste. 

COST

Startup Cost:  $9,812.20.  Startup costs include the cost to provide labor, materials, and transportation of this used media to the facility that will recycle it.

Recurring (Annual) Cost:  There is no direct cost to recycle.  Aircraft Maintenance “leases” virgin beads from the same company which recycles the used media.

COST SAVINGS OR AVOIDANCE:  Immediately, the disposal cost for this waste was $45,000 per year.  Also, there is a decrease in paperwork from turn-in documents to manifesting.

PAYBACK PERIOD:  Approximately three months.  Columbus AFB has about 10 hazardous waste pickups per year. Approximately 6 drums weighing 500 pounds each of used media were on each pickup, costing $4,500 per pickup. A pickup occurs about every 6 weeks.  After the second pickup, the payback period would start saving an estimated $35,200 for the rest of FY 97 and then $45,000 per each fiscal year afterward  

OTHER BENEFITS (NON-MONETARY):  Other benefits include a reduction in actual volume of hazardous waste that Columbus AFB generates, possible reduction in hazardous waste fees the State of Mississippi levies on tonnage of waste disposed.  There no impact on storage or landfill space since used media is recycled.

VENDOR: Solid Surface Acrylics, Inc., 800 Walck Road, North Tonawanda, New York  14120  

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTACT: Olice Carter 14 CES/CEV DSN 742-7310 (601)434-7310

