FACILITY:  Hurlburt Field, Mary Esther, FL

P2 PROJECT NAME:  Elimination of Plastic Media Blast Waste Stream

FOCUS OF SUCCESS STORY:  Recycle 10,000 pounds of plastic media blast (PMB) per year so that it is now used as a feedstock of tables, sinks, and countertops.
ORIGINAL PROCESS:  Corrosion Control blasted aircraft parts with plastic media in order to remove old paint from the parts.  New PMB costs were $14K annually.  The resulting byproduct was managed and disposed of as hazardous waste at a cost of $7,000 annually.  The waste typically contains chromium, which is an EPA 17 reduction target.  
COST 

Start-Up Cost:   $24,000.  
Recurring (Annual) Cost:  Contract cost will decrease 10% each year for the life of the contract.

COST SAVINGS OR AVOIDANCE:  The $7,000 required for the disposal of hazardous waste.
PAYBACK PERIOD:  $24,000/$7000 = 3.4 years. 

OTHER BENEFITS (NON-MONETARY):  10,000 pounds of hazardous waste is now recycled as a material for a product.  

SOURCE/SUPPLIER:  TSgt. Dan Starnick/MSgt. Rudger Patterson, 16 LG/LGSE, Hurlburt Field FL  DSN 579-7373

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTACT:  Robin Schneeberger, 16 CES/CEV, Hurlburt Field, FL, DSN 579-2886

