Long-Term Stewardship of DoD Facilities

Background:  There has been a flurry of DoD, military service, US EPA HQs, Regional EPA and state agency policies developed on institutional controls (IC) over the last two years.  All agree that ICs are needed for open, closed and transferring facilities.  All policies allow flexibility for each facility to jointly develop appropriate ICs with the regulatory agency that does not unnecessarily affect the mission.  

 Status:  There is a perception by the public and regulatory community that each service and facility are handling their situations differently.  There is also a concern that at open bases each facility commander decides how and to what extent ICs are enforced, if at all.  There is also a concern that IC's do not work as found at Love Canal.

Impact:  The Public and regulatory community are not sure the current policies will result in practical long term stewardship of contaminated properties that could not be undermined by a short term tour of a facility commander. 
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